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There’s an unmistakable sense of solitude when entering Tuktu 
Studio. !e artistic haven is conveniently situated on Joyce 
Majiski’s home property, along the Alaska Highway, just outside 

Whitehorse city limits.
!e view out each window is of trees standing amidst the wide-open 

space that surrounds. In many ways it’s a place that epitomizes Majiski’s 
romance with remoteness.

“My North is … multilayered,” she explains. “It’s definitely subarctic. 
!e boreal feels like home, and it is home for me, but there are a lot of 
other powerful landscapes that evoke that, like the mountains.”

Defining concepts of the North isn’t simply a personal quest for the 
artist; it is at the core of her latest exhibition, North of Myth. !e show 
is made up of three major components: an installation recreating a 
glacier face using fabric, paper, projections, and sound; an enlarged 
core-sample box filled with books, bones, and other tactile items; and a 
series of large-scale digital compositions.

Known for her work in printmaking, Majiski employed new tech-
niques to create the artwork. While the layered sensibility of her previ-
ous work remains, she’s largely moved away from the physical press and 
toward technology.

“!ey are photographs of prints and drawings, as well as pieces of 
photographs. I’ve digitally built them together using a software pro-
gram,” she explains. “With some of them though I’ve actually taken 

these images and put them through an etching press again, so every 
one is a bit di"erent.”

!roughout the exhibit, Majiski strives to examine the circumpolar 
North, which is nothing new for her. In many respects, this body of 
work has been over a decade in the making.

In #$$%, Majiski collaborated with UK artist Alice Angus on the 
project Topographies and Tales. !at stimulated her creativity, leading 
to a visceral, emotional approach toward her own experiences with 
wilderness.

“It started to really make me think about what my connection to 
this place is. [Alice] has a city perspective from living in London, so 
she thought we could bring wilderness to the city—put wilderness in 
a box,” Majiski says. “But the whole thing about wilderness is that it is 
this grand expanse that is so much bigger than you. You can’t under-
stand that unless you experience it.”

Environment and wildlife have greatly informed much of her work, 
even beyond her art career. Majiski first came to the Yukon in %&'% with 
university friends. !ey were all in search of work, and the territory was 
a hotbed for biology jobs.

After finishing her biology degree, she travelled, and then left her 
hometown of Sudbury, Ont., to live in the Yukon permanently, in %&'(. 
She worked in the bush for the government’s water resources branch 
and later became even more familiar with the territory’s terrain as a 
wilderness guide.

A Sense of NORTH
Artist Joyce Majiski investigates circumpolar 

concepts in her latest body of work 

By Tara McCarthy
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“!ere has always been this thought about 
North as adventure, this nostalgia for a patri-
archal attitude of conquering and surviving,” 
she says. “What’s my North? !ere is cer-
tainly a bit of reliance on self that this place 
brings out in people.”

While North of Myth examines Yukon 
life, it also juxtaposes other influences and 
experiences. In #$$', Majiski travelled to 
Russia for an artist residency and visited the 
Arctic Circle. Photographs of reindeer in the 
region appear in some the compositions. In 
#$%), another residency led her to Svalbard, a 
Norwegian archipelago in the Arctic Ocean. 
!ere, she witnessed whaling firsthand while 
sailing aboard a tall ship. Imagery of whales 
and the vessel also appear throughout the 
North of Myth exhibit.

While these expeditions have no doubt 
stimulated her work, Majiski says operating 
as a full-time artist isn’t easy.

“It’s a creative life because you’re always on 
the edge and you never know what’s going to 
happen. It’s risky,” she says. “People always 
say, ‘You’re lucky.’ And yes, I am lucky, but 
I made my choices and it’s not easy. I don’t 

have a paycheque. You live with a level of 
uncertainty, and you have to learn to be com-
fortable with it or don’t do it.”

During her years in the Yukon she has 
made a name for herself as an artist. !ree 
of her pieces are in the Yukon Permanent Art 
Collection, and one is in the Canada Coun-
cil Art Bank. However, Majiski considers 
this new body of work to be one of her most 
important to date.

When asked if creating the work has altered 
her thoughts of the North, she pauses and 
alludes to the future.

“I don’t know if it has changed it, but it has 
broadened it,” Majiski says. “I’m definitely 
thinking more of North as a circumpolar 
thing and looking at what a"ects us as north-
erners and a"ects this part of the globe. Who 
does it belong to? It’s been under ice for so 
long and inaccessible. All of the politics are 
going to make a really big di"erence when 
accessibility shifts.”

North of Myth is on display in the Yukon 
Arts Centre Public Art Gallery from Dec. %% 
until Feb. #%. !e exhibit will tour to Ireland 
in #$%*. Y

“THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN THIS THOUGHT 
ABOUT NORTH AS ADVENTURE, THIS 
NOSTALGIA FOR A PATRIARCHAL ATTITUDE 
OF CONQUERING AND SURVIVING.” 

Beyond The Dragons featured in Majiski's exhibit North of Myth.
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